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HAGGAI 1. f. 


Mo therefore thus ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts, Confider your Ways. 


HEN we labour under Misfortunes, 
under any Grief or Trouble, did we 
but ſeriouſiy reflect upon our paſt conduct, and 
endeavour to deduce the unhappy Effects that 
befall us from their true and genuine Cauſes, 
we ſhould then perceive what little reaſon we 
have to repine at the diſpenſationsof Providence, 
and be fo far from murmuring at the alli 
decrees of Heaven, that we ſhould look upon 
all our Chaſtiſements as the moſt juſt and ne- 
ceſſary conſequences of our own Guilt and 
Wickedneſs: And did We, under our preſent 
Afflictions, but give ourſelves time to confider, 
we ſhould very naturally argue thus; If the 
Almighty ſpared not thoſe, whom he ſtiled H 
own peculiar people, but called for a Dearth up- 
on the Land, and upon the Mountains, and upon 
the Corn, and upon the new Wine, and upon the 
Oyl, and upon that which the ground bringeth 
forth, and upon Men, AND UPON CATTLE, 
and upon all the Labour of the Hands *; how 


* Ha«agg. 1.11. 


much 


— 
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much reaſon have the people of this Nation, 


how much We in particular of this Neighbour- 


hood, whoſe Herds are ſwept off like thoſe of 


Egypt, to examine our behaviour, and to ſearch 


diligently, whether this Evil is not come upon 
Us, as it did upon Pharaoh, for the hardneſs 


and impenitence of our hearts ? 


Though God is fo liberal of his gifts as to 
beſtow them in the greateſt abundance upon 
the ſons of men, yet ought we always to look 


upon them, 707 as the rewards of our own de- 


ſerts; but as Gifts and Mercies, the conſtant 
attendants of his Divine Benevolence. When 
we aſcribe not the honour due unto his holy 
Name, nor retain a grateful ſenſe of theſe his 
mercies, he is ſometimes pleaſed to with-hold 
them from us, in order to make us underſtand 


that they are his Bleſſings, and that it 1s his ſole 


Prerogative to beſtow them according to his good 


pleaſure: And this he does that we may ac- 
knowlege him as the Author of our Exiſtence, 
and pay him all the tribute of Praiſe and Thanks- 
giving that is due to him for all the bleſſings 
and conveniencies of life. Happy is it for us, 
miſerable creatures, that the great God of Hea- 


ven thus vouchſafes to concern himſelf about 


human affairs; for were we to enjoy an unin- 
terrupted 
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terrupted flow of worldly Bliſs, never to ſuffer 
Loſſes, to endure Sickneſs, or any other Chaſ- 
tiſements ; we ſhould be apt to run into the 
moſt dangerous extreme, which Agur fo ear- 
neſtly prays againſt when he ſays, Remove far 
from me vanity, teſt I be full and deny thee, and 
ſay, Who is the Lord * ? But, praiſed be the Al- 
mighty! he hath ſeaſoned our Proſperity with 
the leaven of Adverſity : He has poured 
down his light Afflictions to make us review 
our conduct and give unto him the glory, who 
hath given us richly all things to enjoy +. Theſe 
are the reflections we ought to make under our 
preſent, or indeed under any other Calamities: 
But that you may the more readily fall into ſo 
juſt a train of reaſoning, I ſhall endeavour to 
vindicate the ways of God to Man, and bring 
you to conſider your ways, by ſhewing, 


I. Who it is that is the Author of our 
Chaſtiſements, and for what reaſon they are 
inflicted; and 


II. What uſe we ought to make of them, 
and how we may promote our own real Inte- 
reſt by them. 


* Prov, 30. 9. + 1 Tim. 6. 17. 
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I proceed then 


I. To ſhew who it is that is the Author of 
our Chaſtiſements, and for what reaſon they ar 
inflited. | 


God, in that he created mankind, has a right 
of Dominion over them ; and, if his Providence 
is denied, it muſt of conſequence be ſuppoſed, 
that he either cannot, or, though he can, it is 
not his choice to exert that Dominion: If either 
of theſe ſuppoſitions is admitted, that right of 
Dominion will be uſeleſs and of none effect, and 
mankind muſt be deprived of the happy conſe- 
quences flowing from it; I mean God's Care 
and Preſervation : And the obligation it lays up- 
on them of worſhipping him as their Creator, 
muſt by this means be entirely ſuperſeded : But 
beſides; if it is ſaid, he cannot, his Omnipotence 
is denied; and if it is allowed that he can, but 
does not, his Goodneſs, his Holineſs, and his 
Juſtice, and indeed all his other Attributes are 
denied: But who can be guilty of fo ſhocking, 
ſo blaſphemous a thought? For if an earthly 
Parent thinks himſelf obliged to exert the ut- 


moſt of his endeavours to promote the happi- 


neſs of his Children; © Is it not an impeach- 
*« ment of God's Goodneſs ; is it not the high- 
| cc eſt 


FEE 

« eſt Impiety to ſuppoſe, that as ſoon as he has 
© made any man, he. diſmiſſes him immedi- 
« ately out of his hands, and abandons him 
* without a deſign to anſwer his Prayers, or 
«take any farther notice of him in his paſſage 
e through this world, or to accommodate the 
te Diſpenſations of Providence to his Wants 
te and Deportment * ?” 

But the enemies of our Religion tell us, 
* that, by infiſting on his Providence, we aſ- 
ce cribe things in themſelves abſurd to the De- 
« ity.” They think that an Al//-17e God could 
frame and order the whole ſyſtem of the world 
in ſuch a manner, as that it might regularly 
perform its various motions, without the neceſ- 
ſity of his interpoſing to direct or change them: 
They fay, © the greater the Wiſdom of an A- 
© gent, the greater ſhould be the Uniformity 
* of his Deſigns; and Effects in general are 
te proportional to their Cauſes : If there is an 
© Imperfection in the Effect, ſo muſt there be 
c in the Cauſe : But the Neceſſity of a Parti- 
te cular Providence implies Imperfection in the 
« Effect of Creation, and conſequently a De- 
e fect of Wiſdom or Power in the Cauſe, the 
* Creator himſelf,” I anſwer, It might per- 


* Seed, Vol, I. pag. 153. 
haps 


_ 
| have be ſufficicnt to ſay, Perfection belongs to 
the Creator alone ; but I add, had the works of 
[| his Creation been made up of mere Matter, 
1 which is inert and void of every active Proper- 
ty, there had been ſome ſhew of reaſon in what 
they ſay; but as it has pleaſed him to exert his 
Goodneſs by the Creation of Beings inveſted 
with the Capacity of chuſing and refuſing ; Be- 
ings whoſe Intentions and Deſigns are continu- 
ally varying ; God, to prevent thoſe Irregula- 
rities that unavoidably flow from the Mutabi- 
lity of our Tempers, and our general proneneſs 
to Evil, muſt of conſequence conſtantly inter- 
poſe himſelf, Beſides, as it is a Maxim gene- 
rally allowed, that the Deity can do Nothing 
| that is inconfiſtent or abſurd ; ſo is it the greateſt 
l Abſurdity to ſuppoſe that he could confine the 
i Actions of Free-Agents to certain, fixed, pre- 
| eſtabliſhed Rules. 
But I now beg leave to "24 to Sacred 
Writ, where the various and wonderful Diſ- 
penſations of Providence are painted in the moſt 
lively and engaging colours. I is the Lord that 
feedeth the fowls of the air: By his means the 
Lillies grow, and are clad and arrayed, ſo as 
to appear in greater luſtre than the greateſt of 
Kings in all his mageſty and glory: And if the 
death 
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death of a trifling Sparrow does not happen un- 
noticed, nor the hairs of the Peaſant's head, 
any more than the Prince's, fall unnumbered ; 
it will readily be allowed, that it is the Lord 
that blefſeth men with the fruit of their labours 
and endeavours in the Field, and in every thing 
they put their hands unto : It is be that confi- 
dereth the Poor, and relieveth him in time of 
Trouble; that preſerveth and keepeth him alive 
and bleſſeth him upon the earth, and delivereth 
him not into the hand of his enemy; that ſtrengtb- 
eneth him upon his bed of languiſbing, and maketh 
all his bed in his fickneſs : It is the Lord likewiſe 
that killeth and maketh alive; it is he that bring- 
eth down to the grave and bringeth up: And, to 
the point in hand, it was the Lord that plagued 
Pharaoh and his houſe with great Plagues : the 
hand of the Lord was alſo upon the Cattle in the 
land of Egypt, upon the Horſes, upon the Aſſes, 

upon the Camels, upon the Oxen, and upon the 
Sheep ; ſo that there was a very grievous Mur- 
rain, As the Providence of God is thus dedu- 
cible, as well from Reaſon as Scripture ; may 
we not, without doing violence either to his 
Goodneſs or his Juſtice, go a ſtep farther and 
lay, that the Diſtemper which now rages amongſt 
our * 7s likewiſe from the hand ef the Lord? 

Seeing 
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Seeing therefore that the Lord hath viſited 
us with this remarkable Calamity, I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew that it is deſigned for our good. 
We may be aſſured that he has not ſent his 
Meſſenger upon a vain and trifling errand, but 
with a deſign of reproving and turning us from 
the error of our ways. What uſe can theſe 
his fore Viſitations be of, unleſs we ſenſibly 
know and feel them? Where the advantage, 
if we negle& and overlook, and even take 
pains to forget them ? Where, if we endea- 
vour to drown our ſorrow, and take away the 
taſte of the Phiol of God's wrath, by means 
which will add greatly to its bitterneſs ? Where, 
if we ſwerve from our obedience to his Com- 
mands, and inſtead of giving God's ſanctifying 
Spirit a ſeaſonable opportunity of difuſing his 
divine and healing rays, we diligently, but ſcan- 
dalouſiy, make ſome worldly buſineſs the chief 
object of our care? When a man thus, in the 
time of adverſity, neglects the great duty of 
Conſideration, gives a looſe to his Inclinations 
and inordinate Luſts, avoids the ſight of his 
Diſpenſations who ſuperintends all our actions, 
and turns a deaf ear to the Admonitions of 
Providence; he is of all men moſt miſerable, 
ſince he deſpiſes that which God Almighty 
__ ſends, 
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ſends, as the moſt eſſectual means of leading 
him to Repentance, But I am addreſſing my- 
ſelf to thoſe of whom better things are hoped; 
And ſince God hath been graciouſly pleaſed to 
make uſe of this method to bring us to a true 
ſenſe of our Duty, let theſe fatherly Chaſtiſe- 
ments have their due effect upon us. Be it our 
chief buſineſs diligently and with great ſincerity 
to examine into the ſtate of our Souls : Let us 
conſult that faithful Monitor, our Conſcience, 
that we may know what Crimes have brought 
down this Judgment upon us? What Tempta- 
tions have aſſaulted us with the greateſt ſuc- 
ceſs? Call to mind what ſolemn profeſſions 
you have made to renew your baptiſmal Vows, 
and how often and how dangerouſly you have 
relapſed. Let theſe Conſiderations prevail up- 
on you to turn unto the Lord your God with 
all your heart ; ſo ſhall you be again received 
into the Favour .of that God whom you fo of- 
ten and fo grievoully offended; fo will he ceaſe 
to plague you with Diſeaſes and ſundry kinds 
of Death; for he does not affiret willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men *; but is a God ready 
to pardon, gracious and merciful, flow to Anger 
and of great Kindneſs +. As this behaviour 1s 
* Lam, 3. 3 + Nehbem, 9.17. 

B the 
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the moſt rational, ſo will it be, through the 
Merits of our dear Redeemer, a moſt acceptable 
reparation with Almighty God ; for hereby we 
acknowlege ourſelves to be his Creat ures, that 
we are accountable for every Crime we com- 
mit, for every breach and neglect of his moſt 
righteous Laws; and that we can expect to be 
exempt, neither from Suffering nor Sorrow, 
ſo long as we continue in a ſtate of Diſobedience 
to him: Thus ſhall we alſo arrive at that great 
Myſtery of knowing cnurſelues, of acknowleg- 
ing that in God we ve, move, and have our 
being, and ſhall at laſt be ready, whatever we 
receive from the hands of God, to ſay, it is 
the Lord, let him do what feemeth him good . 

But the good defign of Almighty God, in 
pouring down his Afffictions upon us, will far- 
ther appear, if we make a ſhort compariſon be- 
tween the Effects of Profperity and Adverfity. 
Health, Eafe, and Plenty, and the other Plea- 
ſures of Life, are too apt to wean us from the 
exerciſe of Religious Duties, to impoſe upon 
our Senſes, and make us ſolicitous for, and ſet 
our Affections upon them: They ſeize the 
* whole Man, and give him no leiſure for dif- 

* charging the Offices of Life + :” For Blind- 


* 1 Sam. 3. 18. + SpeQator. 
<< neſs 
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* neſs of Heart is almoſt the inſeparable Com- 
4 panion of Proſperity; the Vigour of the Soul 
* ig relaxed, and the bright Beams of Faith are 
quite obſcured: Pleaſed with the gay thoughts 
*< of being happy, we have no deſire to ſearch 
e after Wiſdom : Satisfied with the Abundance 
* of Enjoyments, which are but for a ſeaſon, 
tee take no care for thoſe that are Eternal: 
* Our Salvation is neglected; God is removed 
“far from our Thoughts, and the Heart cor- 
« rupted with Sloth and Inactivity, ſpreads a 
* Cloud over all the Powers of the Soul, like 
te thoſe waters, which, being pent up and with- 
* out motion, emit vapours which darken all 
« the places round about.” It is not ſo when 
we are viſited with Afflictions and an adverſe 
Fortune: Theſe bring back the Soul to Reaſon, 
and make it reflect, and deſcend into itſelf; and, 
having ſhewn it the Deceits of the World, and 
the Uneaſineſs conſequent upon the purſuit of 
tranſitory Pleaſures, they ſet this more refined 
and valueable part of us upon looking out for 
ſome more ſtable Refuge, for ſomething that 
more deſerves our Care, for ſomething that 
ſhall put us in poſſeſſion of the moſt exalted, 
ſublime, and laſting Enjoyments, thoſe Rzvers 


of Pl "_— which flow at God's right hand for 
B 2 eVermore, 


1 
evermore, For the truth of this we have the 
undoubted teſtimony of Sacred Writ; for, ſays 
holy David, before I was afflicted, I went aſtray; 
but now have I kept thy word. — And again, — 
IE is good for me that I have been affiifted, that 
T might learn thy Statutes. — Thus ſhall we at- 
tain to true, religious Wiſdom, and, by a dif- 
cernment peculiar to the favourites of Heaven 
alone, be able to diſcover his Love in Chaſti/e- 
ment, and to diſtinguiſh thoſe things that are 
calculated for our Good, from 7ho/c that tend 
to our inevitable Deſtruction, 
I come now to ſhew, 


IT. What uſe we ought to make of them, 


and how we may promote our own real Inte- 


reſt by them. 


God's Intention, in afflicting us, ſeems to be 
no other than that of bringing us to a State of 
Conſideration. — So productive of Happineſs is 
this Duty of Confideration in the Days of An- 
guiſh and Sorrow, that we are adviſed, by 
the wiſeſt of Men, in the time of Adverſity to 
conſider *, The Prophet Joel too, having de- 
nounced God's Judgments to his Countrymen, 
commands them 79 Jan a Fat, to call a ſo- 


* Eccleſ. 7. 14. 


lem 
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lemn Aſſembly, to gather the Elders and all the 
Inhabitants of the Land into the Houſe of the 
Lord, and to cry unto the Lord, beſeeching him, 
not to give his Heritage to reproach, nor to per- 
mit the Heathen to rule over them, nor to ſay, 
Where is now their God? As therefore the day 
of the Lord is come as a Deſtruction from the 
Almighty, is no leſs heavy upon US, at this 
Time, than it was upon God's own peculiar Peo- 
ple, in the Days of the Prophet: As we hear of 
nothing but Decays, Diſeaſes, and Complaining 
in our Streets; have we not the greateſt rea- 
ſon, ſince ſuch a conduct will certainly avert 
the Judgments of the Lord, fo confider our Ways, 
and to humble ourſelves under the mighty hand 
of God? Ought we not, as he is a God of 
infinite Mercy as well as Power, to truſt in him 
under his ſevereſt Judgments, and, in the days 
of Travail and Sorrow, to ſubmit ourſelves 
wholly to his holy Will and Pleaſure ? And, 
though no National Faſt is publickly appointed 
by our Superiors, may we not without the im- 
putation of Hypocriſy, nay, is it not our Duty 
to practiſe more than uſual degrees of Abſti- 
nence and Self-denial, and to be more chaſte 
and holy in all manner of Converſation ? Eppeci- 


ally ſince the Lord hath told us, that in ſuch 
| a caſe, 
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a caſe, he uill be jealous for his Land, and pity 
bis People. It ſeems clear then that the uſe we 
ought to make of Chaſtiſements and Afflictions 
is, to hear the Rod, and know who it is that 
bath appointed 1t* : For, as a very eminent 
Author + expreſſes himſelf, ** all the kind In- 
« fluences of Heaven, which ſupply our Wants 
and fill our Hearts with Food and Gladneſs, 
ce are owing to the good Providence which 
* commands Nature to give her Increaſe; and 
te thoſe Diſorders of Nature, which inflict the 
World with Famines, Pęſtilence, and Earth- 


e quakes, are the Effects of God's Anger and 


te Diſpleaſure, and are ordered by him for the 
& Puniſhment of a wicked World.” Nor is it 
to be doubted, may we add, but that the late 
Rebellion, the long continuance of an expenſive 
War, and the ſtill more dangerous continuance 
of a Plague amongſt our Cattle, are Puniſh- 
ments inflicted upon us for our Offences ; and 
that they had already ceaſed, had we but 


_ ceaſed to do Evil, did we not till wallow in our 


Wickedneſs: And it is no leſs certain, that if 
we perſevere in this impenitent State, we muſt 
expect to remain objects of God's juſt Wrath 
and heavy Indignation. To make a right Uſe 


Mich. 6. q. + Sherlock on Providence. 8 
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of our Afflictions therefore, we ſhould be ſtu- 
dious not to thwart God's moſt gracious De- 


figns, which are to make us truly ſenſible of 


and ſorry for our former Sins, and, at the 
fame time, to produce in us a thoroug b Change 
and Reformation, But one of the likelieſ: Mo- 
tives to prevail upon us to make a right Uſe 


of Afflitions, is a juſt Conſideration of the 


Means the Almighty has made uſe of to reform 
us. When David, by numbering the People, 
had offended the God of Mael, 2 Prophet was 
ſent to tell him, chuſe thee either three years 
of Famine, or three months to be deſtroyed before 
thy Foes, or elſe three days the Sword of the 
Lord, even the Peſtilence in the Land. Adviſe 
and ſee what word I ſhall bring again to him 
that ſent me. David choſe to fall into the hands 
of the Living God, and not into thoſe of Men: 
Whence ſeveral uſeful Inferences might be 
' drawn; but the fol lowing ſeems the moſt near- 
ly to concern us, viæ. that God uſed but one 
method to bring David to a ſenſe of his ini- 
quities ; whereas to us who are hardened in 
| wickedneſs, who have our Conſciences, as it 
were, ſeared with à hot ironx, God, who is 


® x Tim. 4. 2. 


willing 
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willing that all ſhould repent and live, hath 
uſed great variety of means to bring us to a 
true ſenſe of our Impieties. What great rea- 
ſon have we therefore to withdraw ourſelves 
from the world, to commune with our own 
hearts, and to turn us from the evil of our 
ways, that iniquity may not be our ruin ? For 
then, though his Judgements may not be im- 
mediately averted, ſhall we be ready to break 
out in thoſe noble and exalted expreſſions of 
the Prophet, Although the Fig-tree ſhall not 
bloſſom, nor the Pruit be in the Vines ; though 
the Labour of the Oltve-tree ſhall fail, and the 
Fields ſhall yield no Meat; though the Flack ſhall 
be cut off from the Fold, and there be no Herd in 
the Stall; yet will we rejoice in the Lord, we 
will joy in the God of our Salvation. * 

When we have thus brought ourſelves to 
acquieſce cheerfully in God, to truſt in him 
for relief in all the Calamities with which he 
ſhall think fit to viſit us; we ſhould then en- 
ter into the firmeſt Reſolutions of future obedi- 
ence, leſt God ſhould again be provoked to af- 
flict us, and his Second Viſitation ſhould be 
more grievous than the Ft. 


* Habak, 3. 17, 18, 


To 


1 

To enable us to perform our vows, we muſt 
fray to God for the aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit; we muſt implore him to rule in our 
hearts, which are ſo deceitful, and to give us 
Power and Strength to fight W the World, 
the Devil, and our own corrupt Nature, We 
ſhould lay a more than ordinary ſtreſs upon the 
performance of this Religious Duty, inaſmuch 
as that Prayer contributes greatly to repair and 
rectify the human Soul; for in this Act of Piety 
and Devotion we call God to witneſs to the ſin- 
cerity of our Intentions, lift up our hearts to 
Heaven, and diſpoſſeſs ourſelves of all our cor- 
rupt Thoughts and vile Affections: We uſe 
all our endeavours to mortify the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, and to revive the Graces of the Spirit, 
to cloath ourſelves with Humility and Faith, 
and Love, and the Fear of God. By thus ap- 
proaching the Almighty's Throne ſhall Sinners 
have their Sins remitted, be ſanctified with the 
kind Influences of God's Holy Spirit, ſupport- 
ed in their Weakneſs, and ſtrengthened in their 
ſundry and manifold Temptations: And aft 
this becauſe in offering up their Petitions, they 
acknowlege that it is God alone, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, * that can plow up the Heart by 


Afflictions, correct tlie paſt and prevent fu- 
C 1 
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c ture Sins, and renew and reduce their cor- 
e rupt Nature to a conformity with his own.” 

Abſtinence, Self-demal, and a more ſolemn 
Humiliation, likewiſe tend greatly towards the 
advancement of Piety in the Soul ; for as In- 
temperance ſtupifies and blunts the edge of the 
Underſtanding ; ſo does a ſpare and ſimple Diet 
contribute not only to prolong Life, but like- 
wiſe to preſerve our rational Faculties, and 
keep them in a due preparation for the great 
buſineſs, which the Wiſe Author of our Being 


deſigned them for. How nigh a-kin to then, nay 


rather how much beneath the Brute is that 
Man, who enſlaves and ſacrifices his Soul to 
all thoſe filthy Luſts which are in a continual 
war againſt it? Let us rather out of our Abun- 
dance, diſtribute to the relief of the Poor and 
Needy, and by degrees reſtrain our Appetites, 
that when our lives ſhall be purely ſpiritual, we 
may be able, without regret, to part with the 


objects of our ſenſual Pleaſures. As we value 


the Welfare, the eternal Welfare of our Souls, 
let us be careful, neither too much to indulge 
our carnal Appetites, nor yet to hoard up thoſe 
Riches which we cannot tell who ſhall gather ; 
for though we may be pleaſed in viewing our 
Bags of Gold while we live, yet what comfort 

can 


( x9) 
can they adminiſter when we muſt inevitably 
part with them? What ſatisfaction can they 
give, when the Soul is parting with its old com- 


panion the Body, and entering upon a new, 


unchangeable, eternal ſtate of Happineſs or 
Woe? But, to divert our minds from theſe 
hateful Vices of Luxury and Covetouſneſs, let 
us turn our thoughts to another Religious Duty, 


which we muſt neceſſarily practiſe, before we 
can expect a bleſſing from God upon any of 
our other Endeavours ; I mean that moſt dar- 
ling Virtue, Charity, than which, conſidered 


as an act of Communicating and doing Good, 
there is no Duty that God has, in his Sacred 
Writings, ſo ſtrictly enjoined. IF there be, ſays 
Moſes, among you a poor man of thy brethren 
within any of thy gates, thou ſhalt not harden thy 
heart, nor ſhut thy hand up from thy poor bro 
ther: ¶ thou giveſt him nought, it ſhall be a fin 
againſt thee; but if thou openeſt thine hand, God 

ſpall bleſs thee in all thy works, 

We may faſt, may afflict our ſouls; but if 


we expect to have our Petitions heard, and our 


Iniquities forgiven, we muſt relieve the Oppreſ- 


ſed, and judge the Fatherleſs; and then, though 


our fins be as ſearlet, ſhall they be white as ſnow. 
But no where are the bleſſed conſequences of 


Charity more beautifully expreſſed than by the 
C 2 Prophet 


1 — 
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Prophet Jſaiab.— J, ſays he, thou deal thy bread 
1 the Hungry, cover the Naked, and hide not 
thyſelf from thine own Fleſh ; then ſhall thy Light 
break forth as the Morning, thy Health ſpring 
forth, thy Righteouſneſs go before thee, and the 
Glory of the Lord be thy Rere-ward : If thou 
ſatisfy the hungry and afflifted Soul; then fhall 
thy Light riſe in Obſcurity, and thy Darkneſs be 
as the Noon-day ; and the Lord ſhall guide thee, 
ſatisfy thy Soul, and make fat thy Bones ; and 
thou ſhalt be like a watered Garden, and like a 
Spring whoſe Waters fail nof, What kind En- 
couragements theſe! who can forbear break- 
ing forth in the moſt ardent and. lively Strains 
of Piety? Who forbear crying unto the Lord 
in their Trouble, when he has promiſed to de- 
liver them in their Diſtreſs ? And who can for- 
bear performing thoſe eaſy Conditions, upon 
which ſuch glorious Rewards depend? - 

If we then ſeriouſly endeavour to practiſe 
theſe Religious Duties, we may be aſſured that 
God will haſten to put a Period to our Afflic- 
tions, that he will have Compaſſion upon the 
Land, and pity his People, and make all things 
to work together for our good; that all our 
« Evils and Afflictions will conſpire to promote 
our Happineſs many times in this world, and 
make a ſure addition to it in the next.“ 

| To 
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To conclude : As we are aſſured that our Af- 
flictions are intended to promote our true Inte- 
reſt, provided we make a right uſe of them; 
what have we todo but to offer up ourſelves, and 
all we have to God, to acknowlege our Offences, . 
and confeſs that he is juſt in all his Ways? What 
have we to do when we ſuffer in our Circumſtan- 
ces, and undergo the like Afflictions with holy 
Job, but to join with him alſo in that pious De- 
claration, the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away : Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord! Let 
us all then ingenuouſly acknowledge, that * how 
c mean or narrow ſoever our Circumſtances are, 
te they are ſtill greater and better than we de- 
 « ſerve at the hands of God; that how ſharp 
* ſoever our Afflictions are, they are far leſs 
* than thoſe that are due to us; that we have 
the greateſt reaſon t confider our Ways, and to 
humble ourſelves under the mighty Judgments 
of the Lord; eſpecially, as he hath told us by 
his Apoſtle, that if we do this, he will exalt 
us in due time, and reward all our Sufferings 
with a more exceeding and eternal weight of 
Glory. 

Which that He, &c, 


THE END. 
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